
August 24, 2022  Budget Meeting 
 
Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 
 
Chairman Gunderson called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All commissioners 

were present.   

David Stene, CFO, updated the schedule with those that would not be able to attend the meeting, that he will be 

covering their budget information.   

Nancy Rhen, Social Services Director, presented her budget, and it was discovered that a few line items were 

crossed over so David will be adjusting those.  It will not make a change to the total budgeted amount, just the 

particular line item.  Director Rhen noted that Out of Home placement costs are rising significantly because of 

Fentanyl issues.   

Keith Berndt, Highway Engineer, was the next to present his budget, with significant discussion on equipment 

costs.  Chairman Gunderson called for a five-minute break at 10:00 a.m.  

At 10:05 a.m. Stacy Erickson, County Recorder, then presented her budget with no major changes indicated. A/T 

Hanson followed with the budget for the Auditor/Treasurer’s Office, Elections, and the County Homes with no 

significant changes to her budgets.   

At 10:40 a.m. Heather Kirby, Crime Victim Advocate, presented her budget with no major changes.  Mr. Stene 

presented the budget for the Assessor’s Office due to Jill Murray being unable to attend.  Discussion ensued on 

revenue proposed, as well as dues and fees, travel expense items.  David will look into this once Jill is back in the 

office.  John Rosenberger, Veterans Service Officer, followed at 11:10 a.m. with his budget with no significant 

changes.   

At 11:20 a.m. Mr. Stene presented the budget for Human Resources due to the absence of Galen Cariveau.  No 

major changes.  Mr. Stene then presented the budget for the County Attorney’s position, noting that James Brue 

had built the budget and there were no significant changes from previous years.  There was some discussion on 

the Westlaw Subscription and also the Law Library, which Mr. Stene will also look into.  Seeing that the board was 

ahead of schedule, it was requested that Mr. Stene present the Finance budget.  David noted no significant 

changes to the Finance budget, other than increased wages for the anticipated shared position with the A/T Office 

that will allow him to have backup for payroll purposes which will afford him the opportunity for vacation without 

having to work around payroll dates, etc.  CFO Stene also presented the General Gov’t budget along with the 

Commissioner’s budget which had no large changes either.  At 12 noon Chairman Gunderson called for an hour 

break for lunch, with the budget meeting to reconvene at 1:00 p.m.  

At 1:00 p.m. Chairman Gunderson reconvened the meeting with Sarah Kjono, Public Health Director, addressing 

her agenda.  Director Kjono noted there were no big changes, and also shared how funding for Public Health has 

changed over the past 15 years.   

Sheriff Thornton followed at 1:20 p.m. with his budget requests and noted no significant changes.  They are still 

waiting to replace Deputy Nordquist but have not received any applications at this time.  There are many openings 

state-wide so this may take quite some time.   

At 1:40 p.m. Garry Johanson, ESO, addressed the board with the budget requests for Environmental Services, 

Planning & Zoning, Safety, Solid Waste and the Buffer program.  No big changes in any of these budgets.  Mr. 

Johanson did note that buffer funds had been used for payment of the first fly over for the GIS programming.  He 

also did mention that he may be looking at an increase in the solid waste assessment.  Commissioners noted that 

should be brought to a regular board meeting, as this was just for discussing budget items.   



David Stene then addressed the budget for building maintenance which showed no significant changes, the actual 

building fund budget which he noted he was still planning for the $350,000 to be set aside from the Program Aid as 

had been done in the last few years.  Mr. Stene also addressed the EDA budget along with Commissioner Hall who 

sits on the EDA board.  Commissioner Hall noted that the EDA would like to do a complete overhaul of their 

website which would take some time and additional funding, noting that they would like to have a website similar 

to the Traill County EDA website.  Mr. Stene also presented the Extension budget which showed no significant 

changes.   

At 2:10 p.m. having no further budget items to discuss, Chairman Gunderson adjourned the meeting.   

 

 

__________________________________________  _________________________________________ 

Marvin Gunderson, Chairman    Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

 


